Adult Christian Education 		Session 27: Oholah and Oholibah
Study on Ezekiel		November 14th, 2010
Ezekiel 20-24 lectures to the leaders
Main theme

Prostitutes and Adulterers

first the story … and the emotion

For text please refer to your Bible.

Assignment 1:  Read the text
Assignment 2:  Can you sense the rich emotion in the story? What kind of emotions are there?

Main lesson:



Next the text

Style:	Allegorical

Similarities and differences compared to chapter 16

	
	Similarities
	Differences

	1
	Chapter 16 is the longest chapter in Ezekiel, followed by chapter 23
	In Chapter 16, the defilement is caused by religious harlotry, while the emphasis in chapter 23 rest on political harlotry.

	2
	The 2 chapters follow similar structure with brief introduction, followed by lengthy indictment and then the pronouncement of the sentence.
	In chapter 16, the root of her defilement is traced to her Canaanite background. In chapter 23, it goes back further, to her early period in Egypt.

	3
	The 2 chapters exhibit the same theme highlighting the passion of Yahweh in the face of Israel’s unfaithfulness to His covenant, expressed by their insatiable lusts after their lovers. 
	In chapter 16, Jerusalem is the main focus but here in chapter 23, Samaria is brought in to complete God’s view on the full 12 tribes of Israel.

	4
	The 2 chapters have the same mixed genre and style.
	In chapter 16, Jerusalem was the object of other lover’s gaze whereas in chapter 23, she becomes the pursuer of her lover.

	5
	The vocabulary and style are dominated by the language of prostitution and lewdness.
	In chapter 16, the story ends with a positive note with the revelation of a restoration of the covenant relationship between Yahweh and the city and the city acknowledging Yahweh’s position. Here in chapter 23, it ends with judgment.



Structure


The opening formula					v.1
1. The introduction of the accused				vv.2-4
2. The historical background of the case			vv.5-35
a. The indictment of Oholah				vv.5-10
i. The charges					vv.5-8
ii. The punishment				vv. 9-10
b. The indictment of Oholibah				vv.11-35
i. The charges					vv.11-21
ii. The punishment				vv.22-35
3. The case against Oholah and Oholibah			vv.36-49a
a. The charges					vv.36-45
b. The punishment					vv.46-49a
The concluding formula					v.49b

Observations
1. of prostitutes and adulterers
Prostitutes, prostitution (14 occurrences):
Prostitution is selling your most precious possession to anyone willing to pay the price. There is no lasting or serious relationship involved—it is casual and temporary. Neither is love involved, only a desire for financial gain. This gain is so highly valued that the prostitute is prepared to sell her body to achieve it.
Relevance for us:

Adulterers, adultery (5 occurrences):
Adultery, however, is giving yourself to someone who has no right to you. It implies a deep relationship with a lover, and dissatisfaction with one’s legitimate marriage partner. It is a denial of all past promises and allegiances, and will involve lies and cover up.
Relevance for us:

2. Your background matters





3. it will not happen to me!
The older sister, Samaria: 
What did she do?
What happened to her?
The younger sister, Jerusalem:
What did she do?
What can we learn from this?

4. The hand that bites
See verses 9, 10
See also verses 22, 23, 28-31
What can we learn from this?


5. The judgment of sin

Note the 4 occurrences in the text of “thus says the Lord God”
1. Verse 22







2. Verse 28







3. Verse 32





4. Verse 35


The judgment of sin in 4 steps:
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Your sin will catch up with you
	
	Your sin will be brought to light and it will greatly shame you
	
	You will be filled with bitterness and self loath
	
	There will be a sense of regret, “Oh why have I forgotten the one who truly loves me”



My response?





1

